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as an incarnation, of the Divinity, and will preach "the great

repentance " to an exhausted body.

CHAPTER  VI

THE " CAPRICIOUS LADY "
THE French by the beginning of the war could no longer feel
surprise at any contradiction. It did not strike them as in any
way odd to appeal to foreigners, the ideal prey yesterday for
hatred and persecution, to give proof of their " patriotism " and
join up as volunteers. How different the panorama had become!
The public was shown propaganda photographs every day of
foreigners forming thousands-long queues in front of recruiting
offices. The people began to whisper that it would be "the
foreigners who will save us ", the Moroccans, the Foreign Legion,
the regiments of foreigners forming the shock troops in the
Waadt Forest.
The foreigners meanwhile continued to fill up forms in police
stations, recruiting offices and concentration camps, whence it
would be possible to " escape " to the Legion. Some of them
were annoyed because " the honour of serving France" was
carefully controlled and doled out. At first the only foreigners
considered worthy of being accepted for the French Army were
nationals of the frontier countries. " Special regiments " were
created for the others, regiments de marche, and for the third
category, the enemy refugees, there was only the Foreign Legion,
which is not counted as a French regular army corps.
Refugees in Britain were admitted to the Pioneer Corps. This
Corps, distinct from the purely British Pioneer Corps, was com-
posed entirely of foreigners, often divided into companies
according to the original nationality of the volunteers, but never-
theless formed an inherent part of the British Army, at least in
the formal sense, although no arms were borne. Furthermore,
the War Office transferred suitable elements to other purely
British units, especially for technical functions, and refugees
were promoted to officer rank.
In France at that time, although thousands of foreigners were
called up, other hundreds of thousands waited vainly for their
papers. They did not know that the military authorities did
not- want them, because they had men enough, but lacked
material, instructors and officers.